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Abstract: 

The professions of Enterprise Architecture and Information 
Quality have a potentially rewarding, symbiotic relationship.  But 
that relationship may be threatened by a trend the author has 
observed within, and on the periphery of, the Enterprise 
Architecture world.  
  
That trend takes the form of a growing identity crisis:  In the 
beginning it seemed that outsiders didn’t know who we Enterprise 
Architects were; now it almost seems that we ourselves don’t 
know who we are.  Who is one and who is not one?  Almost every 
job title now has the word “architect” added onto it. Does anybody 
care? 

  
Yes!  The author cares, for this reason, among others:  When so 
many job titles are called “architect,” there is confusion between 
Enterprise Architects and everyone else.  Everyone who 
examines at least one aspect of an enterprise (e.g., the data, or 
the systems, or the business processes) is likely to be considered 
an Enterprise Architect.  But the true Enterprise Architect looks at 
the whole, well... enterprise. 
  
In the same way, Information Quality permeates many, if not all, 
aspects of an enterprise.  In order to take advantage of all the 
synergies between Enterprise Architecture and Information 
Quality, Information Quality professionals need to seek out and 
interact with true Enterprise Architects, who have the full picture 
of an enterprise, in addition to working with the data architects 
and data modelers. 
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